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Underground Storage Tank Fee

If you own an underground storage tank in California, you may be required to pay a fee
for petroleum products placed into your tank. This pamphlet provides general information
about this program. If you need to talk to a Board representative, please call the telephone

number shown on the left.

What is the underground storage
tank maintenance fee?

Established in January 1991, the under-
ground storage tank fee provides revenues
for programs that are designed to expedite
the cleanup of leaking underground petro-
leum storage tanks in the state.

The fee applies to certain petroleum prod-
ucts placed into underground storage tanks
(see below) and is charged at the per gallon
rate of:

$0.006 Effective January 1, 1991
$0.007 Effective January 1, 1995
$0.009 Effective January 1, 1996
$0.012 Effective January 1, 1997

What petroleum products are subject
to the fee?

Examples of petroleum that are subject to
thefeeinclude, but are not limited to, gaso-
line and additives, aviation gasoline and ad-
ditives, jet fuel and additives, diesel fuel
and additives, lubrication oils, heating and
illumination oils, and solvents.

The fee does not apply to:

+ Heating oil that is placed in an under-
ground storage tank and consumed
(used) on the premiseswhereitisstored

+ Motor fuel that isused for noncommer-
cia purposes and placed in tanks that
have a capacity of 1,100 galonsor less,
located on afarm or residence

Note: Petroleum is defined as crude ail, or
any fraction thereof, that is liquid at stan-
dard conditions of temperature and pres-
sure.
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What is an underground storage
tank?

An underground storage tank is defined
as any tank (or a combination of tanks)
that is used to store petroleum products
and is located substantially or totally be-
neath the ground’ s surface. The definition
also appliesto pipesthat are connected to
such tanks.

Who isliable for the fee?

The owner of the tank is required to pay
the underground storage tank fee.

If you operate a storage tank but do not
own it, you are not liable for the fee. An
operator isdefined asthe person who con-
trols, or is responsible for, the daily op-
eration of the tank. Generally, if you lease
an underground storage tank, you are con-
sidered an operator, not an owner.

An owner or an operator can be an indi-
vidual, a company, or acity, county, or
district or any of their agencies or depart-
ments. The state and federal governments
arenot defined as ownersor operatorsun-
der the Underground Storage Tank Main-
tenance Law.

Note: If you are not the owner, please pro-
vide acopy of thispamphlet to the owner.

What aretheregistration and filing
requirements?

If you own an underground storage tank,
you must register with the Board of Equal-
ization and file an underground storage
tank return, along with any payment due
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for the reporting period. If you own more than
one qualified storage tank, you will be required
to file only one return each reporting period for
al tanks. The return and fee are due on the 25th
of the month following the end of each reporting
period. Y ouwill be advised of how often you must
file when you register.

If you prefer, you may ask us to mail returns to
the tank operator, who will file them for you.
However, the mailed documents will bear your
name, as the account will be registered to you. If
we do not receive a payment or return from the
operator, you will be responsible for the tank fees
that are due and any interest or penalty charges.
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What if | am thetank operator but theBoard's
records erroneously show me as the owner?

Please contact usimmediately (see below) and pro-
vide the name, mailing address, and telephone num-
ber of the tank’s owner so that we can correct our
registration file. Forward a copy of this publication
to the owner. You may also wish to contact your
local permitting agency to find out how the tanks
are registered with them.

To Register or Obtain More Information

If you have questions regarding this program or need to register with the
Board as an owner of an underground storage tank, please call us at
916-322-9669 or write to:
State Board of Equalization
Fuel Taxes Division, MIC: 30
P.O. Box 942879
Sacramento, CA 94279-0030
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Taxpayers’ Rights Advocate

If you are unable to resolve a disagreement with the Board, or if you
would like to know more about your rights under the Underground Storage
Tank Law, please contact the Taxpayers Rights Advocate office for help. Call
916-324-2798 or write to:

State Board of Equalization
Taxpayers Rights Advocate MIC: 70

P.O. Box 942879

Sacramento, CA 94279-0070



